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THE COURTB.
"Brooklyn Ring Suits To Bo

Tried in Brooklyn.

REMINISCENCE OF THE GOOD OLD TIMES

Interior Life of Ludlow
Street Jail.

. i BEST IN THE PACIFIC MAIL INVESTIGATION

Recently a motion was made before Judge Barrett,
in Supreme Court, Chambers, to change the place of
trial from New Yorlc to Brooklyn In tbe so called

Brooklyn Ring suite against Fowler, Lowber and Bliss,
who are charged with baring wrongfully obtained fVom
tbe Brooklyn treasury nearly $700,000 on tho contracts

Tor building tbe Brooklyn Reservoir and the constructionof the Third avonue sewer. Tbe complaints In
these actions havo already been published in ful'
in the Hkrald, together with a pretty full report of
the argument on the motion for a change of venue.

Judge Barrett yesterday gave his decision granting the
motion, aud giving his reasons for doing so in the followingopinion:.
I'irst.The question is not whether tho defendants,

Towlcr, l.dwber and Bliss, were public officers witbm
the meaning of the constitution, but whether they
were such as are contemplated by section 124 of the
Code. That they were public officers lu the tailor sense
there can be no doubt. Their dulies were essentially
public, and they were even required by law to take an
oath of office and to famish bonds for the faiihful performanceof their duties as permanent water and seweragecommissioners (Laws of 1869, chap. 97, sec. 2).

.Second..The acts complained of wero clearly done
by there defendants ''in virtue of their offices." It
"Was wholly from such offices that thoy derived the
hutbortty to do what Is charged against them, and that
le the test. It is not a question of good or bad faith,
and tbe proposition that the statuto covers cases
Of neglect or inefficiency is not sustained
either npon principle or auiherlty. On
lhccontrary.lt Is well settled that even where, in
doing an act within the limits or scope of tits authority,
the officer exercises such authority Improperly or

buses the confidence wotcb the law reimse* in him,
-em still entitled to the protection of tho statute
IfBrown vs. Smith, 24 Harh., 419; the People vs. Hayes,
7 How., 248; Seolojr vs. Berdsall, 15 Johns., 208; "tho
People vs. Tweed, 13 Abb., N. H., 419, which is directly
In point and is decisive of this motion). Rven allegationsol malice and ' wicked combination" will not
deprive a public olllcor of the protection of such
statutes (Row vs. Sherwood, 6 Johns., 109). Antl upon
principle this is the Just rule, lor otherwise the statute
would always bo evaded by a moro averment of bad
faith, e. g.:.That a sbcrltf levied on A'e goods, under
execution against R., and did it in bad faith, well
knowing tlicm lo be A's pood*.

Third.. In one of the cases under consideration the
Cause of action arose in Kings comity ; in the other
"some i>;vrt thereof," indeed, the substantial part
thereof arose here
youAh..The defendants cannot be deprived of their

statutory right by joining oilier parlies as defendants.
The right is absolute and not a matter of jndicial discretion.If. therefore, s public officer be impleaded for
bctsdone vlrtuteoQlcil, the suit, ko lurui lie ts concerned,
most be trted In the county where the cause of action
or souie part thereof arose. Any other rule would
tend to nullify the statute, for it would be a* oasy to
Join other purlies defendants us to plead bad laith, and
that, too, without intending to evade, as. lor Instance,
to join with a sheriff defendant tho plaintiffs in ihe executionwno directed or tho indemnitors who uphold
the levy.Fifth!.Lastly, wo are asked to retain these enses becauseIt Is claimed that a lair jury trial cannot be had
In Kings county. Hut that is no answer to the motion.
Issue has not boon joined and we cannot toll whether
there will be a jury triul. For aught wo know the defendantsmay demur. The first thing to be done is to
filace the causes In tho county where by law tho
defendants have a right to have them, tvhcu an Issue
of fact is there joined It will be lime enough to invoke
ub division 2 of section 126 of tho Code. Mason vs.
Brown (6 How., 4f»l) Is not in point for the reason that
!&tpe had there been Joined, but it Is an authority for
the rule that motions to change the place of trial tor
tho convonicnro of witnesses can ouly bo made after
issuo Joined. The same principle applies to a motion to
change the venue because there Is reason to Deltevo
that "an Impartial'' trial cannot be had. The motion
lo change the place of trial to the county of K'ngs la
granted.

A MEMORABLE SUIT REVIVED.
Among tho curious cases that occasionally era

brought to light in the courts there are few prasonliog a

greater variety of peculiar phases thou the suitsof John
B. Gardner and five other claimants against the city.

, /laving already been srxtoen years in litigation the circumstancesof the casu have been published several
times In the Hsxalp. It is only necessary, therefore,
I present, on llio revival of the suit, to give but a brief

rrfswwf of the facts. Under what Is called thoGuadeInpo-Huialgotreaty George II. Gardnor put m a claim
at Wellington and was allowed smoothing ovur
$200,000, o( which sum $lli»,M)0 was oil deposit In th e
>lsw York l.oan and Trust Company. It was discovered
shortly after the payment that (he (tapers on which
Karducr lased his claim were forgeries. Criminal proceedingswere accordingly commenced against him
Which resulted In bis conviction. Gardner,
Stncken with shame or remorse, commuted
sniride in prison. Meantime, that Is to say In
jtarch, 1S5A, the United State* government had commencedcirtl proceedings against him. under which
the money deposited ulih the New York l.oan and
Trust Company was attached. Poter It. .Sweeny, who
nsas then Public AdtniuUtraior, look out papers of »dInml.-tratloaSweeuy was succeeded In this office by
Charles A. May. aod the latter by Thomas C. Fields.
A compromise was eflVcted under Fields' administrationby which the government received |13t»,500, but
\he interest accruing ou it was turned over to (be PublicAdministrator fur various purposes. Including tile
tao.-u of the litigation. Tho amount thus tnrned over
was about $37,000. Tom Fields accounted lor $Ai.OOO,

# and ih» present sull Is to require a further accounting,
there being under tbls compromise $17,000, with internet,still claimed by the heirs of Gardner.

In Supremo Court, Chambers, yesterday, application
was rosdu by the Corporation Counsel to Judge ttarrcli
for a commission to examine Daniel K. Sickles, who, as
counsel for the dcocuscd Gardner, claims to have a lien
on the funds, and Thomas C Fields, who for private
consideration* has gone to "fresh fields nud pa'tures
saw." The application was opposed on the ground
that Sickle-' cannot tell anything about the matter and
the whereabouts of Fields is unknown. Judge Barrett,
on examination of the papers, granted the motion.

LUDLOW STREET J AII, BAR.
William Watson, Wiurdco of Ludlow Street Jail, who

1s charged with Foiling cigars and liquors in that place
without paying the special internal revenue license,
was brought beforo United States Commissioner
{shield* yesterday for further examination Samuel
Cippoubcimcr, a prisoner in the jail, was the only witnesscalled. This witness was the one who it has been
alleged has hem occupying the position of barkeeper
in the jail. where he has been confine I for over six
years an charges ol Irauduieat bankruptcy. He te*n
Tied that liquors and cigars were sold during the last
year to the prisoners from a pl icu arrnuged in one of
the bathrooms, hut siucc October last nearly ail of
these sales had been on his own account. Previous to
tk.it time tkc receipt! bed been regular!? turned in at
the office, and even up to January 1 ike cigar money
went to Deputy Warden tiarriner- from that time he
only sold (rum $10 to $li worth of liquor, making hi*
lait rale early tn January ; the last purchase of liquor
made by htm »as m December,
"Did you pay cash for these purchases?" InquiredPlstitct Attorn*-)- Foster.
"You must bear in mtod, tJr. Foster, that Mr. Oppenheimerla reputed to be worth $&00,OOU," said Jlr.

J'urdy. counsel for the accused.
"Yea," romirke"! Oppenhetmer, "and It Is juat thla

reputation that haa kept ma In l.odlow .tired Jail for
nrer ais year*."
The witness rontinne-l that he hid made hit purchase*of one or two gall die as lie required, aud had

iicrer ftTen an ortlcr in the name of the Warden and,
10 fact, npon Mr Watson's app-.tntincci he had been
peremptorily ordered to stop the LtaslnOM. From
that time tbey had been continued clandestinely, and
never In ihc preeen< e or with the knowledge of any of<bor of the)u l The ciennnat.on Will be ruined
next Saturday

THE PACIFIC MAIL SUIT.
The further bearing in the suit of tbe Pacific M ill

Steamship Company against William f. King and Johu
ti. tcbumaker, which was cet down for yesterday
morning at half paai tea, was adjouurJ by mutual
cmrvnt of counsel 111) next Thursday. Mr. Coodwln,
counsel for defendants, asked for the adjournment on
the ground that lie did not expect the hearing would
Ul ao long, ond tliat other important manors
which be had to attend to were necessarily ncg
lotted. Mr. B- nieM, counsel for the Pacifto
Mail Steamship f-ctapnny, thought that an adjournmentlor a lc» daya at Ibis time weald bo eminently
j-rrper, is seme w'l'nerses whom h-j wished to call and
who could throw a great deal of light on the testimonyalready allcitod auski uot t» able to arrtrr huro in leu
han five dsya. it was farther slated that Mr. Tolcotk,whose examination it was oxpected would he continued

yesterday, w'aa quite til Commissioner Wight, on
these rcpr. a. tital-.ona. u.cimad Ihr bcinne n r»

JuofttiL. Before s<ljot;rn njr, however, the nam* of
ehn M. Bathe aa * witBeea raiiod by Mr. Bon.

»*it. and. (bat (tctill*in.u> col beicj present, Mr.

Wl^bt oat re»i«n-»i«U lo sou thai (be genUenisu v«u in

DECISIONS.
VUTun OOCBT.CHAUUML

Dy Joilfe Barrett.
The People. he.. on fowler ( »!..Cp'.a'oo.
Owent vs Pxkert el at Tbw ! nut proper «»««

ffer Ibc Special Circou cr'«*<tar. ana llo u«*uoaml
)#4*»to4.

TOW YORK
f MSlet **. fid* -»-K«oeTT#f appointed and ra-Vree to

pert n tend trauafer.
M»u«r of Hat/..After considering Mr. Real*' brief 1

am satisfied that the application for disbursements
shouiJ be denied.

Cotter va Miller .Default opened on payment or
}3o trial fee, $10 cosla of motion and $7 10 disbursement*wuhin five days, and stipulating to try cause at
the earliest possible day.
Karlon vs. Hlrsch Motion denied without costs.
The Philadelphia and Heading Coal and Iron Company

s. Packer. .1 see no escape from the conclusion that
this case must be referred; as the issues stand it most
involve the examination of a very loug account The
motion must be granted and the cause referred to 0. H.
Hiidrcth to hear and determine.

Visslier va Brcnnau...Sureties approved.Reibi va Uauser.The plaintiff is entitled to an order
appointing a receiver.
Gardiner va The Mayor, Ac..Motion grautod on paymentot $lo costs.

if
Telowbet va Duncan..Motion granted and defend- <

ant allowed to answer in five days on payment of $10
costs within such five days.

U.ttr.. /, t On,ul. 1.' IU.SIam If.vMiiran.

ittun.
Kunman t». SMecbcrL .Whether case in the 9th of

Abbott has boon reserved by Morgan th. Skidinore or
not It Is uo .vnbonty on this proceeding, lor it was an
ordinary action. This was a relereuce under the statuteand section 317, expressly for simple disbursements.Ordered accordingly.

SITE kick (10CKT.SPECIAL TEEM.

By Judge Sedgwick.
Pucker, Ac, et at., vs. Itapp, Ac..Let the within

case and exception* be lilvd none pro tunc as of&Uh,
and the clerk is hereby directed to receive and (lie a
nolo of issue for the February General Term.

By Judge Sun lord.
Allen et at. vs. Daly ol ol..Itereree's report confirmedand judgment of foreclosure nod Bale.
Faulk* vs. Kaiup; Aliendorf vs. Mutual I.lfe Insnr!ancc Company; liilks vs. Chase; Purssell vs. New

V'ork Life Insurance and Trust Company; Gcdncy vb.
Haas; Morey vs. Metropolitan Gaslight Company; i'e
las et al. vs. Coudley, and Mutual l.ife Insurance Companyvs. Dnlkley et al..Orders granted.

COMMON PLKA8.SPECIAL TET.M.

By Judge Van Brunt.
Adams vs. Pago..No certificate as to nppearanee.
feeaoury, Ac,, vs. Peck et al..Judgment ordered.
Cummins vs. Blessing..Keference ordered

SUMMARY OF LAW CASES.
In the United States Circuit Court yesterday, before

Judge Wallace, In the case of Tassin A Co. against Col-
lector Arthur, to rocovor dutios paid under protest
upou importations of olive oils, the particulars ol
which have boon published, the jury returned a verdict
lor the defendant. As a test case the docislon is of insiportanco to this branch of importers.
The alleged Gorman forger Charles Scholia, arrested

a month or two ago on board tbc steamship Idaho, and
whose extradition Is demanded by the German Consul,
was brought belore United States Commissioner White
yesterday for further examiuafion. The documentary
proofs Irom Germany, substantiatingtliocharges made,
were offered in evidence, after which the examination
was postponed uultl next Paturday.

Application was made yesterday before Judge San:ford, holding Special Term of tlic Superior Court, to
punish John B. Holmes for contempt nl court, for tallureto pay tho alimony and counsel Ice directed by the
Court in a suit for divorce brought by his wife. Judge
Sanlord refused to grant the application, holding that
the proper courso to obtaiu the money was by cxecujtlon and not by contempt proceedings.
Judge Barrett yesterday opened the default and

granted five days additional lime to answer ilie com-
plaint in the suit of Pelouhot and others against Hun-
can, Sherman A Co. The plaintiffs left some drafts
with the dolcudanis on a London house for collodion.
The money, as alleged, was collected, aud ihc pro-
ceods reaching him tho day niter the failurvof Duncan,
Sherman k Co., were placed among tho assets of !ho
firm. It is claimed iliat the money should be paid to
the plaintiffs and thai the same cannot legally be made
any portion of tho assets of tho railing firm.

In the case ol William A. Pcndelton, president of one
of the Slaten Island ferry companies, who was adjudgedguilty of contempt of court for railing to comply
with an order of Judge Van Vorst, of tho Superior
Court, in the matter or tho injunction against the
company as to the running of boats, tlie facts of which
have boon fully published !u the Hkbau), a writ of
habeas corpus was recently obtained, with a view to
tcc.uro his release under the' thirty days' commitment.
Judge llarru.lt j cstordny, alter hearing opposing counsel,dismissed tho writ and remanded Peudoltou to the

I custody ol the Sheriff.
A short lime since James G. Pluukett, In n suit

before Judge Spoir, of the Superior Court, obtained a
vol diet against 1). Applclun A Co. fur injuries sustained
l>v having bis fool crushed by an elevator. A motion
was made to set tlio verdict n-idc, on tho ground thai
tho Judgo communicated with the Jury without the
koowlcdge of the parties to the suitor their counsoL
Judgo ftouford, who board the argument on Ihc motion,
granted the application, hoi.ling that though tho comlmunlcation wiih the Jury wra at thair request, it was
not, uudcr the clrcutu.stances, proper.

lisloro Judge GUdersleove. in tiie Court of General
Sessions yesterday, the trial of Wilham J. Kee for
alleged forgery wan,continued. George Marshall was
cross-examined without eliciting anything now. George
11 Razewell, the broker, in whose possession tlie
forged notes were found, testified substantially to the
facts detailed by Mr. Lyons in hia opening for ttie
prosecution. On tho conclusion of his testimony,
Colonel Spencer, counsel for the prisoner, moved for
tho discharge of his client, on the ground that there
wns a variance between the proof and the indictment.
The Court denied the motion, and adjourned till this
morning, wlit-u the defence will lie opened by ex-KecorderSmith.

FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET COURT,
llelorc Judge Murray.
DANGEROUS VISITORS.

On the evening ol the 3d of January John Flood nnd
John Ruth paid a visit to Patrick O'Rricu, of So. 840
Klevcutb avenue, having mistaken tho premises for
those of a Mrs. Murphy. Mrs. O'Brien and two female
companions were the only occupants of the rooms

when they sutured. Mrs. O'Riaen ordered tliem out,
both bciDg under ibe influence ol liquor. Just then
Mr. O'Brien entered and ordered them to leave. Flood
ii rinrvtrl a L-nltn Irom thu Inhln nn.4 altnr .l.ilvimr an*

.. i.a~. ... «... . i.v.,,..& anj
onr to prit them out, lie made a Inngo with the weapon
at O'Brien's face. -jyiug, with an oath, that he would
cut Ins throat. The two ruffians thou assaulted Mr.
and Mrs. O'lSrlen in a savage manner. Their assault
resulted in Mrs. iI'Briou's prcinaturo confinement, as
she claims, uud in pulling her life in peril, At an examinationyesterday in tins Court both of tbeni were
bold for trial at the Special Sessions.

HARLEM POLICE COURT.
Before Judge Smith.

THE AI.l.KOED HOUSE THIEF.
An examination w as held yesterday in the case of

Albert Fiewcllyn, of No. 83 Macdougnl street, who was

arr< sli d on Sunday on u charge ol stealing two horses
front his lirothcr Frank, who lives at Yorktown, West-
cheater county. The defendant '.t lieu arrested claimed
to hare recovered tin- horses from a thief at Katonah,
knowing them to he his brother's property. The cir-
cumstanees surrounding me caso were suspicious and
be was held to await the arrival of his brother and
other witnesses. Tncso proved sufficient against Iniu
to warrant Ins bc.'jg held, nod he was committed for
trial in deluult ol $2,000 baiL Frank, the brother,
showed a disposition hot to prosecute, and he had to

fl.ouv hoods to appear at the trial as a witness.

ESSEX MARKET POLICE COURT.
Dolor* Judge Kasmire.
THE I.AW OF 1862.

f Frederick frsnb, of No. 113 Bowery, and William
Eiscuiscb.lx, of the Voiks Garden, No. 10S Bowery,
were held for examination on a charge of violating the
law of 1*02, which prohibits the ellleg of liquor in auy
place of amusement.

POLICE COURT NOTES.
At the Tombs Folico Court yesterday lleury ITynn,

of No. 408 West Sixteenth street, was held to answer a

charge of slabbing Henry Latie. of No. 217 Greenwich
streets in the side w ith a knife on the 1st of February.

KIlcu Miller was a servant ill Ihc family ol L»r. Franiels M. 1'urroy, of Fordham. Some months ago she
"look French leave" of hor situation, and siuiultatieoiislya gold watch and other articles of jewelry
were m.using. Yesterday the Doctor saw Ellen la
Mulberry street and ctured her srreM for larceny.
Justice Kixby. b.lore wh<ui) she was taken, held her io
answer In default of baiL

COURT CALENDARS -THIS DAY.
8eri,k.w» Cot'kT.I'lisiiiss-Held bv Judge Bar

rctt-Nos 27T, Tl, 108, 115, 110, 242, 243, 230, 25a,275, m, 80,i, 300. 317, 31*
Strait** Cocbt.Srst .aL Tr.na.Held by Judge Donohue..Caseoi., No 232.
Con von IV ta«.Eqt ;tT Tea*- Held bv Judge JosephF. Only.- Sow «, H, * I
Cot'HT or ilsssKat f*MioN8-Held by Judge Glider-slewa.Chss on.The People vs. Williatr. J. Kee, lor-

COURT OF APPEALS.
AIUJIT, Feb. a, 1876.

X<x 164. Mar* Harri*, appellant, v«. The Equitable
Life Association Company, respondent.--Argued by A.
It. Dyell, of counted tor appellant, and by Otnyc D. >'.
I.ord for respondent.
No. I'M. Thomas William R-nton, an Infant, Ac., re

Ffondent, vs. C. Godfrey (lumber, appellant Argued
by Ctinrlee H. Winlleld. of rounsal for appclftiai, and
by D. f. Itornard for respondent

No. 13& Geo rye Sloan, appellant, e«. William Elmer,
respondent..Argued by A. K. l»yeu, of counsel fer
app<lljnt, and by A. J. I'nrkor lor rauyendenl.
Adjourned.

cumta
The fbllon ing is Wo calendar for Thursday, February

3;.Noa. 161, 1W, 164, It*, Htf, 142, 19 and 144.

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT.
W ami (kotos, Feb, 2, 18761

The following eases base bean argued in tbs I'm led
Statea Supreme Court:.

j Aina I.lfeInsurance Company sa K»anee ar,d wife.
'

aor u the Circuit Court for the IU*tan, Ci«tr ict »f

HERAXD, THtTHSPiT, FE
f r»nBgyIvanta.~This wu an action on policy of hit
Insurance lor 910,000, t"ue«l by the company mpon the
lUe of one Chew, for the benefit of hie sister, Mm
France. and in her name. Tho defence wan that so Isearableinterest woe In Mrs. France, and thai at the data
of the policy the deceaaod misolated hie age and denied
having been ruptured, when In fact be was raptured
from his birth The verdict was for the plain-
tiff below, under the Inatroctloua of the
Court, ami It Is here Insisted that tho poller,
although nominally In the time of the decuesod, war,
In fact, taken out and the premieniH paid by Mrs.
France, and that tacit being lite case there should
have beocTio recovery, for want of an insurable in-
tereeU It Is alto insisted that an tbe sister was a mar-
ricd woman, In no way dependent npou tbe deceased,
she was without Insurable Interest It Is also insisted
that the answers made by tho deceased when Insured
were wurrantiaa, and being such, if wholly or in part
false, there should be no recovery. The defendants in
lirror liuiut thai nu In ifia iliuauai rafnrrnS tn r/inirrS-

lug which the deceased was asked, thrro wan uo concealmentin fact, nor was tfcere any as to tbe uge of
the deceased, as tie stated he was uncertain as to his
age when asked by tbe agcut of the company. S. C.
Perkins(or plaintiff in error; N. H. Sharpies* for de|fondants.

No. 12V. Turner et al. vs. Ward et a)..Appeal from
the Circuit Court for the Eastern District of Mlcbl:pan..'This woe a suit to recover of Turner Ac Co. the
amouut o( a bill or goods sold to them by tbo appel-
fees, the plaintiffs below seeking to have property
which had been covered by a chattel mortgage applied
to the payracut of their debt. The rolief asked wua de-
creed by the Court below, and the cast* la brought here
ami submitted on tbe printed briefs of the parlies, the
appellants averring that certain alleged false repro1sen tallous made by them, II false, were not shown to
have been so known to the member of the firm making
them, and that the Court should have esacted such
proof before rendering the decree made. C. P. Crosby
for appellants; Ashley Pond for appellees.
No. 134. Eyster vs. Gaff et ol..Krror to the Supreme

Court of the Territory of Colorado..This was au action
L of ejectmunt brought against Eyster to recover itcssos-
sion of certain lots in Denver City. Eyster was a
tenant Of one McClurc, who mortgaged to the defendantsin error. Dating foreclosed and obtained tho title
of the mortgagor they ousted the tenant by ejectment,
It is here Insisted that the Court erred in sustaining
the foreclosure proceedings against McCluro when he
was a bankrupt, and the assignee was not mndo a

party, and that, therefore, the plaintiffs in error have
no title as against the tenant in posaoasion under him.
John A. Wells (or plaintiff in error; Sbellabargor &
Wilson (or defendants.

N'o. 133. Sraeltser rs. White.Error to the Circuit
Court (or the District o( Iowa.In this case the defendantin error recovered upon alleged warranties of tbe
genuineness or lorty-eight county warrants, purportingto have been issued by O'Brien and other counties,
which be purchased of tho plaintiff. The warranty was
that they were regularly issncd and wore genuine
comity warrants. White brought salts against the coun-
ties, and failing to get Judgment on the warrants,
because of irregnlarlty in their Issue, in being without
the county seal, had recourse to the warranty of tho
plaintiff. It is hero insistod that the Court erred in
holding that the warrants required a seal; but it it is
true that they were invalid wtihout a seal It was a defectpatent to the purchaser as well as to the seller, and
therefore it was not within the warranties. G. Par-
sons for plaintiff in error; Ashton ft Wilson for de-
fondant.
On motion of Mr. J. Carroll Brewster, TV. H. Arm-

strong and David C. Harrington, of Philadelphia,
l'a, were admitted to practlco as attornevs and coun- jsellers of this court. On motioh of Mr. J. B. Sanborn.
Henry K. Mastorson, of St Paul, Minn., was admitted
to i>rnctlcc as an attorney and counsellor of tbis court

N'o. 134 Christian S. Kystoe, plaintiff In error, vs.
Thomas and James W. Gaff..The argument ol this
cause was continuoa by Mr. J. A. Wells, ol counsel for
plaintiff m error. The Court declined lo hear further
argument in this cause.
No. i;to. William W. hathrop, assignee, Ac., appellant,vs. Samuel Drake and Joiiu Drake, Jr., executors,

Ac., et al..This cause was argued by Mr. I). C. Harringtonand Mr. J. Carroll Brewster, of counsel for the appellant,and by Mr. W. H. Armstrong for the appellees.
No. 137. .Cnarloa D. Maxwell, plaintiff in error, vs.

the District of Columbia..The argument in this cause
was commenced by Mr. F. 1". M. Sands, of counsel for
the plaintiff in error, and continued by Mr. E. £. Stantonfor the defendant In error.
Adjourned until to-morrow.

A SWINDLES AEEESTED.

Detective Richard Fields, of the District Attorney's
office, yesterday arrested at Orange, N. J., a retail
grocer named George H. Bisch, doing business at that
place. The arrest was made under an indictment obtainedby the wholesale grocery firm of Bonnett,
Solienek A Earlo, No. 57 Dark place, who complain
that Ha-. I. came to them and, by representing himself I
to bo doing a good business, besides holding real estato
in Brooklyn and Newark, obtained from them on
credit flO.OOO worth of goods. It was subsequently
discovered that he was insolvent when he made these
statements, and tho swindled firm went before the
Grand Jury and procured the Indictment against him.
lie was taken to District Attorney Fhelps' office yester-
day afternoon and was committed thence to the Tombs
to await trial In the General Sessions.

1.
THE DYNAMITE FIEND.

The antecedents of William Ring Thomas, alias
Thoroassen, the dynamlto fiend, still remain unre-
vealed. Careful inquiries among tho officers of the
vessels outraged In running the blockade of the Southernports of the T'nlted States have elicited the fact
that he never was an officer nor employed on any Con-
federate vessel The German CodsmI, l»r. Henkel, has
not completed his investigation, but lias learned that
the Mr ®kidmorc referred to In the cable despatch
published yesterday is Mr. Edward M. Skidmore, Jr.,
a Custom House broker, whoH« knowledge of Thomas
Is limited to a single business transaction.that of en-
Mrfl| and clearing It tho Custom House a cask tinportedfrom Bremen by the steamship Hhein In Juno,
IMS. What tliia cask contained was invoiced as polishingpaste, hut it is now supposed to have been
Hviiamtie !( was lnvnb'o.1 In tipiiroA S Tlinm.ni lmt

exported on October 28 to Hamburg no the return trip
of the steamer, couslgued to William K. Thomas,
whom the mac Fald wrs hi* brother, living at the Hotel
tie I'Kurope. The stories told by Thomas seem to be
absolutely false. No person hns been found in Brooklynthat can give any information relative to his previousresidence In that city. It has been ascertained
that his wife was married to hint In St I/outs, Mo.
Dr. llenk. l will conclude his investigation about the
first oJ next month, and then report to his government.
THE YORKVILLE SALOON KEEPERS, jThe (lerman saloon keepers of the Nineteenth ward
held n meeting at No. 767 Third avenue yesterday, to
advocate the enactment of a uailortn excise law for tlio
whole Stale. They hold that such a law would do away
with oppressive actions on the part of the Kxcise Commissioners,to which. It Is alleged, they have heretoforeboon subjected. They will join their e(loris with
those of the brewers and liquor dealers' orgnnlxations
to obtain the enactment or such a law during the pres-
cut session of the Legislature.

CORONER*)' CASES.
An Inquest was yesterday held on the body of Paul

Stahl, who committed suicide lost week. No now facts
were elicited.
An tnquost was likewise held on the body of Michael

Kicrnan, aged flfty-flve, of No. 69" Third avenue, who
was run ovor on the 3<>lh ulU, between Forty-sixth and
Forty-seventh streets, by an engine and express car of
the New York Central llailrond hacking into the depotThe Jury censured the railway officials for not having a
man in "the rear of trains while they are backing in.

FOUND DROWNED.
The body of an unknown man was found yesterday

morning floating in the North River, off pier No. 40, by
Officer Moore, of tho Fifth precinct Deeeaeed was

about forty-Ave years old, five feet seven inches high,
had black whiskers mixed with gray, dressed in black
pants, coat and vest, gray woollen shirt and high hoole.
The body was sent to the Morguo and Coroner Kllingernotified.
An unknown man was also found drowned off pierNo. :<4 North River, at nine o'clock yesterday morning.The body, which hud evidently been in the water a

long time, was sent to the Morgue and the Coroner notified.The deceased was about ihtrly-flvo years old.
five feel eight Inrhes high, light roinpluxioned, had
sandy whicker*, mm-uw.hu and hair, and wore black
ccat, pantaloons and vest, white shirt and low shoes.

i 4utwo
u i miunniuo,

At an early hour yesterday morning burglars enteredthe clothing store of Hirsch Meyer, at So. "44
Tbird avenue, and succeeded In carrying away poods,
tons"ting of men's clothing, to the value or $1,200.
The entrance was effected by fornng t pen a side hall
door. As yet tho police have no clew to the robbers.
The store of M. Samuels, at So. 60 Walker street, was
robbed by burgiars of several articles of ladies underwear.

CONFIDENCE OAMEBTEBS.
Justin Abrcn.s, a well knows confidence swindler, arrestedin Hoboken last Friday, was arrstgnod yesterday

before Acting Recorder Strang, oa three charges of
obtalnlog money under false pretences. The prisoner
waived an examination and was plaood under $1,000
ball to appear for trial before the (irasd Jury, lie has
been id-niiOed by Mrs Williams, of lUhway, N. J., as
the man wbo swindled her out of $;t00. Gr.rt.ivo Bern-
stein, of Fulton street. New Vsrk. an accomplice of
akreiM, wia released under Iftt'O ball. H may be rorncir.beredthat Oppenlieim, one of the gang who was
srrestea with tbr.e torn, upon being recognised by
some of h's victims, banged himself in bis cell at the
Botoken police station.

WHAT DO THEY ~MEAN?
A numb*} of the c lustt of Union llill, N. J., have

organised a club'called ' Tbo Hangmen's Club,''kit
dscllnc te make pnMic ths object of the association.The general uapreattna is that lynch law Is a part ef
their tencta. The following are the officers of the aarociatinn>-President,ftu-uvn Stahl, Secretary, OttoRLahl and Treasurer, Georee lliok.

EKT7AKT 3, IB7S>*wirg 1
THE Cl'BBENCI AND POSTAL LAWS.
A meeting of tbo Now ^irk Board of Trade, fbr (to

purpose of adopting memorials prspared bp Mcssrn.
Gserge Opdyks and P. Parrslly to Congress In rotationto the Currency nnd I'ostal laws. was bold yeslsrdaynt tbelr rooms, Not. 15 and 17 Broadway. Mr. Opdykepresided, and aa chairman of the Committee on

Currency presented a report including a memorial to

Congress. The memorial claims that convertible paperis equal to coin #heu Issued only to the amount
necessarily required for trade, but that inconvertible
paper is injurious, inasmuch aa U is Issued at the caprisoof the government. Tbe present volume of inconvertiblepaper was found to be only a Bltle in advanceof tbe rale per capita as it existed belore the
war, through which the currency was groatly inflated;
hut a return to epocle payments, although much to he

desired, would be disadvantageous unless the governmenthad at least 1150,000,000 in gold In Its vaults. As
this amount is not In the vaults by at least two-thirds,
resumption in 18*0 would be Impracticable,as the drain of gold from this -countryIs much greater tbao the import of
foreign go:d. The report recommends that the
Treasury Department add $10,000,000 annually to its
gold reserve, and that tho national banks be compelled
L<> rnUiii all Vfilil rii-fivt»il hv tvav nl inieroil: that the
act providing lor resumption on January 1, 1679, be
repealed; that greenbacks to the extent of eighty per
coot be issued la tbo place of national ank notes withdrawnfrom circulation that $St),000,U(JU worth of I'ulted
States bonds, bearing 6.06 per cent interest, be authorized,to be convertible at pleusuro into legal tender
notes; that the national banks ol New York be clothed
with power to establish a uniform rate ol discount utid
to chuuge the rate when deemed necessary; that the
present issue of the legal lender nous and the present
National Currency act remain ancbanged until the
market value of the legal tender note substantially
equals that of coin. The adoption of these recommendationswill, it Is claimed, restore confidence and removetear of future tlnunclnl trouble; will give more
elasticity to currency, and dually lead to resumption
at a time when it will be beneficial to the commerc'al
interests.
The report of the Committee on fostnl Hates was

exceedingly voluminous. It claimed that the discriminationbetween the rates on articles of printed mutter
and other articles was very injurious It was slated
that "lor the promotion of the general business of tho
country bulbs, cuttings and samples of merchandise
shall bo carried at as low rates as stunplo copies of
books and printed matter," but not at such a rate as
would impose a tax on the people lor such transportation.The report recommends that first class matter
should remain unchanged; second class matter should
comprise ores, minerals, jewelry, seeds, teas, sugar,
colli e, Hour. Ac., with the rate of ono cent per ounce;
third class matter to constat of books, maps and other
printed matter not regularly issued, with tho rate of
one cent for two ouueos, and fourth class matter to
consist of newspapers at the rate of one cant for four
ounces. It is believed that theso rates would make the
department tell sustaining. If each class was made to
l-ay its own way written correspondence might bo re-
duced from three to two cents.
Among those who participated In the discussion were

Peter Cooper, K. U. Sanford, of the Adains Express
Company; Sinclair Tousoy, B. K. Bliss. W. Orton, O.
1). ^atterloc, U. W. Chalet- Clarke and P. Parrelly, of

Touscy, Satterleo and Clarke were elected as a ilelega-
lion lo prosoul ttju currency memorial lo Congress, }and Messrs. Farrelly, Clarke "and Bliss vrsro elected lo
convey the postal nietuonai.

THE NATIONAL BOARD OF TRADE.

The Executive Committee of tbo National Board ol
Trade will hold a meeting in Washington on tbe 8th
inst. to decide when and where tlio annual meeting of
the board will take place. The delegation appointed to

represent the Produce Exehango of this city, of which
Mr. Franklin Edson is chairman, have requested tho
Chamber or Commeres, the Hoard of Trade of New
York, the Importers and Grocers' Board of Trado and
the Cheap Transportation Coifipatiy to unite with them
in inviting the National Board to incot in New York.
The Importers and Grocers' Board of Trade have n-

ferred the matter to a committee, with power to assent
or dissent to the proposition, nnd the other societies
mentioned new the question favorably, so that it is
probable tbat tbe invitation will be forwarded.

WINE AND SPIRIT TRADERS.

The council of tbe Wine and Spirit Traders' Society
met yesterday afternoon.
A circular letter addressed to the trade, drafted by

tbe special committee appointed for tbe purpose of
suggesting to Congress amendments to the exlstlDg
Internal Revenue laws, so far as tliey relate to the
taxing of distilled spirits and explanatory of *snch
amendment*, was then read and accepted. On motion
it was ordered that copies of said letter he printed (or
distribution to tho trado.

It wan moved that, inasmuch as tbe council advocate
the reduction of tax on domestic spirit* to ilfty rent*
per gallon, that they consistently recommend to Congresstho reduction of duly on imported spirits to $1,and that the time for such spirits to remain lu bond be
cxtcudod to at least tnree years. The motion woe referredto the legislative Committee.

THE INCREASED ELEVATING RATES.

Messrs. Hughes, Hicltox k Co. sold Messra Marsh,
White A: Co. 2,800 bushels of grain a few days ago and
charged the increased rate of three-quarters of a cent
per bushel for weighing and elevating. Mai ah, While
k Co. refused to pay the additional quarter of s cent,
whereupon the sellers appealed to the Board of Managersol the I'rodurc Excnanac for a derision in tho
cu.«f. After holt) xide.s of the ra.se hail been fully stated
the managers rendered the following decision, which
establishes a precedent on the quuKtion which has
caused so much comment among the members of the
Exchange recently:.That inasmuch as nothing was
said in regard to any special rate until after tho conclusionof the trade, the buyers roust take the grain at the
customary ratrs of weighing and elevation which are
one-half cent per bushel each.

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS.

A regular meeting of the Commissioners of Tubllc
Parks was held yesterday morning at ten o'clock. A
communication was received from Mr. Whitney, the
Corporation Counsel, who gave his opinion in regard
to the Buttery extension of tho Elevated Railway. He
said that the Board could grant the company the right
to pass over a small portion of tho Battery, which wag
formerly a strip of laud covered by high water. About
the other parts of the Battery his opiuion has not yet
been handed in. A copy of a decree in a certain suit
of the New York City Central Underground Railway
was served by them upon the Commissioners, In which
thev claim the right of way through the Battery. They
wlahed to notify the Board ofihclr rights In the premises.They say "that II tlie power to extend their line is
given to the Elevated Railway Company It will in-
frtuge upon their rights.
Throe bids wore received for the privilege of making

new uniforms for the Park police.
The Counsel of the Corporation was instructed to

acquire title to Westchester avenue, between the town
of Morrisania ami the Bronx River, and also to Morris
avenue, between Third avenue and lMtili street, lor tho
purpose of opening those streets.
The Commissioners directed specifications for laying

out the hydraulic concrete for paving the City Hull
Park should be made. The work is to be done by con-
tract The sidewalk along* Chambers street roust be all
paved with it, nnd a ccuirul strip must lie laid in each
of the other walks of the park as far as the money that
has been appropriated for that purpose will go, amountingto about $Hi,000
The rest ol the meeting was occupied with merely

routine business.

COMMISSIONERS OF DOCKS.

The above Board held their regular stated meeting
yesterday afternoon, all the members present
A communication was received from the Hoboken

Ferry Company asking permission to place a fog bell
on tho French steamship dock, one pier below Christopherstreet ferry, owing to the fact that the hell
cannot be he,aril from their slip or ferry bonne in consequenceof tho high sliods ol the two wharfs adjoining.
The same wan referred lothe Chief Engineer,
The Board domed the request made by the New

England Unsligbt Company to grant them a pier to
erect one of their illuminating dock lights. They also
rejected the proposal of tho New York and Brooklyn
r urr/ v v»ii|'«iii#v »" pr.!ii» inrni n iriiiv ui tor umnu
street terry slips at $1,000 per nnnuin for ten years.
The Treasurer rejMirted a littlo over $357,000 on band,
after «vbleb the Hoard adjourned.

MUNICIPAL NOTES.
The protest of the "Kump" Common Council t»

Comptroller Green against paying salaries of the Board
of Aldermen and attaches, has had its effect On applyingfor warrants yesterday some of the City Hall
oilicinls were informed thoy could not be paid for a day
or two until the Comptroller bad time to exaniluc the
matter.
A meeting or tho Board of Aldermen will bo ncld this

afternoon.
Patrick Maguire, one of the attaches of the CommonCouncil, ha* been removed by Mr. Tuoutey, chief

clerk.

THE HOUSE OF DETENTION.

Commissioners Bmlth and Wheeler, of tbo Police
Board, paid an official visit to tbo House of Detention
yesterday to see what repairs. If any, wore nocessary
to render the place mofe comfortable for witnesses.
Certain alterations will nimbly be made in the in-
tenor of the building b o np

JERSEY CITY'S ANNUAL IJUDGET.
The following spprepriations have been made for expendituresby the Board of Aldermen of Jersey City

for the year 1976:.Support of outdoor poor, $12,000:
printingand stationery, 15,000; arm«r:0i, $4,U00;

l.ooo"' puSlle bath,' tl,»o\Vo'*rlU of July, $J,C00;
Decoration Oav ftioa I

SUPPLEMENT.
THE CRAMMED CARS.

COMTOBT OT PAfi8Z)iGZ&8 BCOOESTED.
To tb* Editor or tbi Hbbai.d:.
Tour effort* to secure comfort for the petrous of

street car* entitle you to the thank* of a Buffering community,and will, I trust, he attended with success. I
want to call your attention to auoiher imposition upon
the travelling public. The train* of tbo Harlem and
New Haven railroad* are supposed to start from Fortysecondstreet, but, in fact, start abonl four blocks
further up town, all passengers being obliged to walk
about 000 foot to reaeh the cars, which stand near the
ppor entrance of the depot In order that the smoke

of the locomotives may not injure the beautiful building.As the companies will not allow any but ticket
holders to ontor, trail women returning heavily laden
with shopping spoils, and invalids, however feeble, sre
deprived of their escorts at the wicket gate, and, as no
substitutes are provided, have to take the weary waik
alone or depend upon th«{ chance courtesy of fellow
passengers Many instances of hardship could be cited,bat 1 forbenr. 1 once ventured to suggest to ths superintendenta simple remedy, but no attention has been
paid to It. 1 proposed that the track nearest Fortysecondstreet be raised a few inches above the grade,
so that th^cars, nj>oii opening the brnkes, would run
by gravitation to the other end, where the locomotive
could be attached. The time, temper, and strength
of the passengers, and the beauty of the building,
would, by this arrangement, be charmingly conserved.
Nsw Vors, Feb. 1, 1S7& MKHCUANT.

TBI BIGHTS OT CITY BAILT.OADB.
To tub Editor op mi Hkhai,d:.

Interested In your statements of the rights and
duties of our city railways under their charters un I
the law, I would on behalf of myself and others of
your readers bo pleased to have your opinion on the
following questions, In regard to which there has been
some discussionFirst, Can a city railway company
legally demand the faro from a passenger as ho enters
the car, or can a passenger refuse to pay the fare until
he desires to get out f second. Can a conductor, act-
lug for u company, eject a passenger who tenders a bill
lor a larger amount than the conductor can or will
change, and refuse any other method of payment, or
must he carry the passenger as far as bo desires to go
without paymentf EQUITY.
New YOkk, Feb. 1, 1876. *

»

A FLT.A FOB STEAM EUGINES.
To the Editor or the Herald:.
All horse car riding pooplo in America, and '-there's

millions" of them, will feel most grateful for your Just
warfare against the extortion and ubuse ot the horse
railroad corporations. But the people are much to

blamo for the growth of this abuse. A lady said to me

to-day that alio -'would prefer to stand and hang by
the straps than to bo left or the corner waiting for
another car, and that it would be very wrong not to
allow a person to enter a car merely because there
were no vacant scats for a person who tolt satisfied to
stand up." Multitudes of people feel thus when In

haste, and so have aided in the growth of the injustice
we suffer. But the railroad rompunios claim that they
cannot carry any moro passengers than they now do

.

during the busy hours.that cars leuvc their depots
every two or three minutes, and that they con
do no better, even if they would. My" con-
viction bits long been that ibo only rescuo from
all the trouble Ih to nst steam engines applied to larger
cars, to be drawn on the present tracks. It is a cruel
abuse of horses and drivers and conductors the way
things aro now managed. A law should bo passed
making it a crime to work conductors and drivers over
ten hours. The present tracks are sufficient for all
needs. Hence 1 urge that steam power should be tried
now on all tlie great routes of this city. There 1b no
need or more elevated railroads, il on the roads now
built they will Rt onco apply steam power and draw
double duck cars far more rapidly than horses now
travel Put an engine like the new ones on the ElevatedRailroad In Greenwich street, on the Fourth
avonue road, nnd draw four cars, and put covered seats
on top, charging three cents for outside and five cents
for insido scats as Car as Harlem Inside
seats will hold twenty two per»ous, and
outsldo ones twenty. Four cars of this Kind,
propelled by steam, would convey with comfort ana
speed 16R persona to Harlem or to the Grand Central
depot, and produco lor fares $ij SO tor each trip, uot
counting any way passengers. Tho cars can bo made
much larger, so that two cars would carry the jiassungersot four.

I-et the experiment be now trlod. Wo have been ac-
onstomed to the swiftest trains passing Fourth avenue,
through Ilarlcm, for years, and no one thought that
horses, should be used to draw those trams. Horses
become soon accustomed to a steam engine drawing a
train. The new engines of the Elevated road make but
little noise and scarcely any smoko, and tho engineer
can slop a train as quickly as whan horses are used.
Fcople are so accustomed to stand when they cannot
And seats that very many would complain at being
obliged to watt for a car not lull. Heme a law should
be passed preventing people «tvding.making
It a punishable offence to take any per-
son who eunuol sit The "no sent no fare!''
cry will only partially reltove, for too many people will
prefer to stand and pay than uot ride when they wish
to. The companies are not now compelled to put on
more cars, and bcnce It would be their revenge to put
off the non-paying passengers and not put on more
cars, so as to drive the public to terms. Hence let a
law be passed forcing the railroad companies to use
steam applied to larger cars, and then draw three or
four of such enrs where now one car goes drawling
along, overloaded with weary, standing, crushed passengers.The Third and Eighth avenue linos should be
permitted to lay another track tar last trains, stopping
only occasionally. Let poor men who are Infirm be
employed as guards at every block, for It would be
easy work to bold a danger Sag for
fast passing trains. 1 do not mean lightning
express trains, but trains going ten or twelve miles an
hour. The people no longer avoid, but. ou the contrary,seek, the railroad tracks, lor they lind it castor
tor loaded wagons. Hut until some relief comes keep
up the cry of "No scat no fare." Unless you do so
tho railroad corporatlous will still continue to order
their conductors to cry:.

"A tmff trip slip for » three-cent fare,"
What care we tor the paesengere T
"A pink trip slip for e six-cent tare,"
'lit no matter if there is no air
"A bltm trip alt:> tor an riiclit cent fare."
Punch 1 punch punch the passengere !
(live jour money ur (five jour huir.
If jou can't >lt down then hang up there)
t or you ore only » passengers.

W. F. H.

CLASS STREET CARS.
To the r.ditor of thk Hkrai.p:.
Permit mo to correct an error id my letter published

In the Herald of tho'J7lh ult., on ftrst and second
Class street cars for Now Yoik city. In suggesting the
rate of fare to be charged on first class cart, I put it at
eights cents to Fifty-ninth street atid ten oents to Har-
lem, Instead of ten cents to Fifty-ninth street and ten
cents to flarlem, a* my letter was published. A charge
of ten cents lure for any dUtanco rode might be loo
high, and au objection defenting the jtrejioecd system
or plan. A majority of New Yorkers would be
willing and able to pay the extra two or three cents
fare to Fifty-ninth street and four cents to Harlem for
a comfortimlc scat in a first class car," and many of
the so-culled poor and people In moderate circumstanceswould avail themselves of the benettts of Hie
first class cars. The suggestion that this system would
rodnce the sccoud class curs to the level of hogpens It
seems to mo Is erroneous. They certainly could not
be nearer cars lor the transportation of swine than
they now are, and by some regulations and laves
compelling the companies to run a tntllcicnt number
of secoud class cars to prevent "packing,"
:uid affording at least standing room. th -y
might be made more comfortable, healthy and decant
than they now are, and thus accommodate better those
In moderate circumstances and the very poor, and un,der this system nearly all passengers would secure a
seat before the car was uptown, and through the
crowded portion of the city, where there is so much
jumping oil' and on to ride short distances, tins plan
would be practicable. The plan of furnishing every

I passenger with a soat at a uuiloi iu rate ol fare seems
to me quite difficult, as there are hours ia the
morning and evening when the tracks, with
our present alowr mode of locumovton
and hindrances, would not accommodate cars
suflU lent to furnish all with seats, as It would require
nearly three limes the number ol cars at present used
to scat nil pxssctigsu, .-nd at Hie City Hall; w here so
many different lines terminate, there would be more
or less of a blockade. Jy pian was not to "perfect the
trcct car system," but to relieve all classes tn a nieas:urc until such l>mc as we may secure elevated rapid

transit; aud it seems to be pretty well under-toed now
that wo shall not have any complete cure for the difil
cully until rapid transit Is accomplished.
Under the pro|>o>ed system of first and second c'nes

cars the present cart used would be utilised, and
could bo made comlort.ible as second class
ears, while a new first cless car could bo turned out at
about the same c<»t as the present car u*cd; light,
airy, well ventilated and lighted after the Improvedplan (so that reading would be lu order), well uobol-
stared, w ith division seats, ami to curry only a specifiednumber, seated, whereas a radical change in our street
car system would neressitsle the building el all new
cars, at a great ex|M'ns« to the companies, and would
lie ItfoLi-ti norm lm tK«n> « >tK .

ami, with the prospect of rapid transit
and the consequent withdrawal ol patron.igofrom the street cars, the companies would bo loath to
adopt any turn change or plan for the bcueUt of the
public, and auy bill introduced tor such purpose would
cither be smothered or defeated by our IncorruptibleLegislature. What, then, must bo done lor relief f
Some plaa must he presented that can be enforced or
that will not arouse the strenuous opposition of the
compeules, and the plan of furnishing a number of
llret class cars would l«f the Icsst capons,vo, and, by [doing awav with tlio conductors and substituting tho j
money box end tho linger post lo Indicate the nuni-
ber of the street, these cart might be mado
a paying Investment. I am strongly of the opinion that
a well regulated system of Ural aud second class street
cars would be of great benefit to all classes of (be com
munlty, the regolating of wblah might be governed by I
enactments sod lews W. B. Vf.

don't forget r.tttd XBANiJrr.
To the EpiTor or tms nssir.b:.
Your columns seem to bo open to all on the rlroet csr

question. Kren the "characicriatlo" conductor's wall
la heard. I don't «ubt>vi« tko Puhltc care min.h ahoai

l*« flttttt it work « tSfldoelcr does for »1 Thft
great question It the comfort ol puira(«n None ol
your correspondents h»Te solved the problem of ho*
to get a seat for a fare, and never will while horse cars
are the only cheap means of locomotion.

H. M. P. '§' suggestion, if carried out, would not
secure him a teat, but he wanW the city to have half
his fare if he stands. That must bo comfort. "M, 's"
project that the fares of alt who stand shall go
to charitable institutions (and thus mace them
the perpetuatora of the conductor's special tin,of appropriating to Ihelr own uao what belongs to ibe
railroad ocmpanr) would not help matters. Any of
tfte principal city lines at certain times of dav give evidenceof the Impossibility 0r seating all passengerswithout making a continuous train of cars, flat yoa
may reasonably Insist on the companies running more
cars than they do.say one al every block.at certain
times of day, and when the seats are tilled show a s:gu
to that effect, and loave people to their option as to
riding. It cars with double the present seating capacitycan be had. sp much the better. 1 atsunie that
New Yorkers are sensible and practical, (live us somethingpractical.more car*, end of improved patterns.
and in the meantime, don't forcct to push rapid transitL. P.

HOE.SE BA11.R0ADS IN JERSEY.
The horso railroad agitation has extended to nearly

every city of New Jersey, and such pressure has been
exercised upon members ol the Legislature that Mr.
Egnn, of Elisabeth, has introduced a bill concerning
horso railroad companies. It provldos that it ahall bo
lawfhl for any city, town or township to pass, amend
and retical ordinances lor any of the following
objects:.To regulate and prescribe the rate
ot fare, provided such rate shall not exceedthe turn of tiro cents for each adult
passenger; to grant licenses to. any company for each
car run or operated: to compel the payment to each
city, town, Ac., of a license fee lor ever? car; to regulatethe running and o|teraling of every railroad in
such a manner as will conduce to the wellare, comfort
cud convenience of the travelling janbllc. The second
section provides that It shall not ho lawful for any
company to run their railroad to any township, withoutthe consent of such township having been first obtained,anything in the charter of such company to
the contrary notwithstanding.

It hss been heretofore the custom with railroad companiesto proceed to the Legislature and procure charterprivileges, right ot way and exemption from municipaltaxation, ignoriug entirely municipal authority.
An ordinance was passed several years ago by the
Jersey City Board of Aldermen providing that no train
should be ron within the city limits at a rate exceeding
'six miles an hour, but the raiiroaii companies have
disregarded it, and trains on the Pennsylvania Kailroad
dash througn the most populous sections of the city at
the rate of twenty-five and even thirty milra an hour.
The Jersey City and Bergen Horse Kailroad Company
continues to charge a faro of eight cents within the
city limits In spite ol repeated efforts to compel a reduction.A slreilnr fare is exacted by the North HudsonCounty Railway Company.

CONVICTS' CONSPIRACY.

A iUVOLT AT THE KINQS COUNTY PENITENTIARYPLANNED AND FOILED.
On Tuesday night two notorious characters, named

Benjamin Webber, alias John Williams, aged twentyoneyears, and Michael Smith, aged twenty-lour years,
were arrcslod on a charge or conspiracy to effect the

escape of convicts f'otn the Kings County Penitentiary.Both men are cx-convicts. Smith was arrested
at No. 00 Canton street and Webber at No. 42 Skillman
ttreet, Bgooltlyn. While serving their lime in the
Penitentiary they familiarized themselves with making
shoes, and upon the expiration of tholr
terms of service as prisoners they were,
at their own request, retained in that
employment by the Bay State Shoe Manufacturing
Company. A tew days ago a convict who worked In
the same shop saw that Smith and Webber had knives
and pistols in their possession, and that they were

giving liquor to certain ottier convicts. He kept a close
but sccrot watch upon tbo movements of his fellow
prisoners, and suspected that about twenty of them
were in a plot to escape and that their leader was one
William Baker, alias "Titus,"' who Is uuder sentence for
a term of five years for burglary. The convict ilnally
informed a deputy Keeper or what he had learned, and
Warden Sihcvliu at once ordered that the convicts be
searched. The result of the search was that
knives and pistols were found on them, and
that nearly all tlic conspirators had gray
pantaloons which they woro under their convictdross. These garments bad boon made from ibeir
blankets and were to b« unmasked when the convict*
had got outside of tlie Penitentiary walls. The men
who were implicated In the scheme were immediately
placed in tlio "black cells" and reduced to low diet.
The outbreak was originally fixed for Mouday night,
but owing to the failure to perfect soma detail in (be
arrangements tbo signal agreed on was not given.
1'equity Keeper Connors notified tbo police of the
Fourth piecluci and the latter arretted Smith and.
Wcbbcr.

llEAIiffpihBTATE SALES.

Very tittle property was offered for sale yesterday at
the Exchange.
Richard V. Harnett eold, by order of the Court, the

four story double tenement house and lot, 25 by 100.5,
No. 548 West Forty-fifth street, south side, 150 feet
east of Eleventh avenue, building 25 by 00, subject to
two mortgages.viz., one for $0,000, to run until January1, 1878; and the second for $2,000. to run till
April 10, 1877; to John C. CI egg, for $1,075 over the
said mortgages, in all $0,975, said property being
valued at $10,000.
George H. Scott sold, by order ef the Court, four

lots, each 25.2 by 100, on Fifth avenue, northeast cornerof Ninety-second street, subject to a mortgage of
$40,000 to Jonah Jex, for $9,850 over said mortgage, In
all $49,860, said property having sold three years ago
for $90.01)0.
Peter l". Meyers sold the lioosc and lot, 30.10 by

100.11 on East 112th street, north side, 226.4 feet west
of avenue A, to Thomas Mackeller, for $7,200.

BUSINESS TKOUBLES.

The affairs of the firm of Kochleri: Kupfer, wholesale
liquor dealers, No. 32 Broadway, which suspended
recently and of which Mr. Uriah Herrmann, of No. 07

*
Pine street, was appointed receiver, have been settled.
Mr. David M. Kocliler assumes tho debts ol the firm,
compromises at fifty cents on the dollar and continncs
the business, Mr. Kupfcr retiring from the firm. The
liabilities arc estimated at about $100,(0 >.

Mr. Thompson J. S. Flint, receiver of tho Peckskill
Iron Company, has sold soma of the material at Peekskill.Sail has been commenced by the Philadelphia
and Heading Coal and Iron Company to set aside the
mortgages, which amount to $360,000. It is eijtccled
that the case will ho settled this week, after which tho
receiver will proceed to immediately w.nd up the affairs
ol the coinp.-iny.
Schulthcis k Mensing. drugs, Nn. .Hi Water street,

made an assignment yesterday to Mr. Ashbel P. Fitch,
of No. 93 Nassau street. The liabilities of the firm will
probably amount to $50,000; their nominal assets aro
much larger man this sum, bit; the shrinkage hi values
will reduce them nearly one half. As the firm wera extensivelyengaged in tbc importation of mineral waters
und drugs Irom (lermatiy a large proportion of their
indebtedness Is held tn Furope, ami as soou as their
creditors can be heard lrom it is expected that favora-
ble urrungements will be made tor a compromise.
The creditors of Squtor Brothers, builders, met

yesterday at the office of James V. Dwiglit, Register in

Bankruptcy, No. 7 Beckman street, and after proving
their claims Mr. John 11. Piatt, ot No. 40 Wall street,
was chosen assignee.
The creditors Ot Messrs. Charles Bellows St Co met

yesterday afternoon, at tbc rooms of the Wine and
.Spirit Traders'Society, No. 125 Poor, street, when Mr.
Bellows read a statement ot the attain of the firm,
which, he said, was not perfectly accurate, but nearly
so. A correct one would be presented to t lie creditors
as soon ss it could be made up. Before reading the
statement Mr. Bellows made a tew remarks, In which
ho staled that Ins house was the successor of that
of Archibald Orncto fc Co., which was established
In Now York in 1625, and Wis the oldert in the city.
He saul that ten days ago ho wus perfectly unaware
that a sti.spei.5ion of payment would be necessary, and
attributed his misfortune to tbo general debility of
trade. Kvorything he had, iiersonal and real, he deliveredinto fbe bands of his creditors, and hoped they

' would make a careful cxaminat'ou ol the books of the
firm to abow that all tbo dealings of the house were
strictly honorable. _ ,

to f_ii ..i_. ia the »»:i»e-n«nt of the condition of

ill,' bouse u.; rcr balance sheet lo January 1, lsjd, with
probable change* to Vebrunry 1:.
January 1. total liabilities .$101,S90 98
Of above, tluc to our own corre/poudenu
abroad 7,Ml 05

I-eaving home obligations 93,049 93
.MtSKra.

Merchandise on hand, subject to alight reductionof value. $2*181 04
Otbor good assets 24,051 92
Troflt and loew 40,2;;4 "9
Susjiebdcd accounts 2.5,6 62
Donbti"I accounts 4.8;W JO
J ud iment 2.229 28
Showing a buslner* qualification of. 52,212 96
To pay an Indebtedness of 101 $90 98
Snbjoct to probable clmnge in value of dt-bila
»nd merchandiscv,' mthrmt real and personalproperty of Charles Bellows, subject
to euc.tmbraut* on real estate, ainouatloi25,920 37

Loans secured by merchandise 3 WO 00
J.oani secured by pledge or certificate* of

stock 3,000 00
Mr. John I,. Br* her (ol Irec, Btech-r * Co.) then

moved that a committee of thrae be appointed by the
chairman, Mr. C. Me.K. Lo ser, to make nn es.,initiationof the Ann's books aad rsport at an adjourned
mooting ol creditor/, lo be called when the committee
are ready to repoa This motion ifas carried and
Messrs. Bu. rher, Crook* (efcaaau'e. Crooks U. flt ynand)and Souvene ;ol de 3an/. k Co.) were apno uted to
ervo en the commtnee.
The well known Ortn of provision dealers, ifoasra J.

If. Boardslcy M Co., No. Iiiij Chambers streol. made an
assignment yesterday m li.rak (}. Olo*. A Uaaai.o
reporur called a' the oOice of the firm to try to ascer- ,

talk the cause of the trouble, hut tha ganlleoim whom
he saw slated that he preferred to say not mug abuui
the matter, eaucpt that the credliors will bold a ineet[CQNTINUHD

OlpKINTII


